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TREASURER’S ADVANCE — DEPARTMENT FOR CHILD PROTECTION 

93. Hon SUE ELLERY to the Minister for Child Protection: 
I refer to the document titled “Treasurer’s Advance Authorisation Bill 2010: Details of Excesses and New Items 
for the 2009–10 Financial Year”, line item 98, “Issues under consideration High Needs Placements” $7 million. 

(1) Is this in relation to an increase in demand in the 2009 financial year, or is this increase to begin work in 
anticipation of an allocation in the 2010–11 budget?  

(2) What is the level of increase in demand for high needs placements?  

(3) What facilities are used for high needs placements?  

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY replied: 
I thank the member for the question.  

(1) In the 2008–09 financial year the department was provided with an additional $8 million in funding to 
meet unfunded costs for fee-for-service child placements with non-government agencies. In the 2009–
10 budget process, funding of $7 million was sought to continue to meet the needs of fee-for-service 
child placements with non-government agencies. This is pending the completion of the reform and 
expansion of residential care services. The reform and expansion is well underway with a large number 
of new properties purchased, existing services reformed and 84 beds contracted to the non-government 
sector are beginning to open. Upon finalisation of the reform and expansion of residential services, a 
number of existing placements funded through fee-for-service child placements with non-government 
agencies will be placed within those new residential services. 

(2) The level of high needs placement remains constant.  

(3) Placements are designed to accommodate the specific needs of individual children and are provided by 
the non-government sector in a variety of professional foster care and wraparound services, and due to 
the high needs of these children, these services are essential to ensure they are provided with 
appropriate care.  

 


